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seven DAYS IN victoria

Melbourne – Great Ocean Road – Grampians National Park – Ballarat – Daylesford – Echuca – High Country

Victoria as a state is compact and diverse – so you can fit a lot in a one-week stay. There are
alpine regions, historic gold mining towns, incredible coastlines, superb national parks, spa
country, and the mighty Murray River.
AT A GLANCE

DAY ONE
Melbourne is an easy city to walk
around but you can also ride the free
city circle tram.
First stop – Federation Square, famous
for its striking architecture. There are
several attractions here, including the Ian
Potter Centre-NGV, a gallery dedicated to
Australian art.
Next, take a stroll along the banks of the
Yarra River, or head to the impressive
Royal Botanic Gardens.

>> 1 night Melbourne
>> Drive Melbourne-Apollo Bay
(3 hours)
>> 2 nights Great Ocean Road
(Apollo Bay & Port Fairy)
>> Drive Apollo Bay – Port Fairy
(3 hours) – Grampians (2 hours) –
Ballarat (2 hours), overnight Ballarat
>> Drive Ballarat-Echuca (2.5 hours),
overnight Echuca
>> Drive Echuca-Beechworth
(2.5 hours), overnight Beechworth
>> Drive Beechworth –Melbourne
(3 hours) or via Yarra Valley (4 hours)

For a wildlife fix head to Melbourne Zoo
or SEA LIFE Melbourne Aquarium, where
you can see the only Antarctic penguins
in Australia.
Take a tour of Melbourne’s innercity
laneways. Here you’ll find local
boutiques, bars, and cafes. Or join the
locals at Queen Victoria Market, where
you can buy everything from fruit and
vegetables to opals and other souvenirs.
Don’t miss Old Melbourne Gaol with its
19th century prison cells, death masks,
and original gallows.

For amazing views over Melbourne
head up to the Eureka Skydeck 88,
the highest public lookout in the
Southern Hemisphere.

Melbourne Highlights
>> Visit the Ian Potter Centre-NGV home
to the largest collection of Australian
art in the country
>> Ride the free city circle tram,
commentary provides details of city
landmarks and attractions
>> Explore Melbourne’s labrinth of
laneways
>> See the death mask of notorius
bushranger Ned Kelly at Old
Melbourne Gaol
>> Experience The Edge at Eureka Skydeck
88, a glass cube that suspends you
almost 300 metres (980 feet) above
the ground
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DAY TWO
It’s a scenic journey today, as you
travel along Australia’s most famous
coastal driving route, the Great Ocean
Road. The winding road offer much to
see, take your time to stop off at surf
beaches, charming coastal towns, and
koala-friendly rainforests.
Begin your day with a leisurely drive to
the town of Torquay, home to some of
Australia’s best-known surf beaches
and the official start of the Great
Ocean Road.
Stop in at the golf course of nearby
town Anglesea famous for its
resident kangaroos.
Magnificent coastal views will
dominate todays drive , be sure to stop
at the lookouts for photos.
Enjoy fish and chips on the beach
in Lorne and look for koalas along
Kennett river before continuing your
journey to Apollo Bay.

Great Ocean Road Highlights
>> Stop at Torquay home to great surf
beaches including Bells Beach host
of the annual Rip Curl Pro
>> See kangaroos on the green at
Anglesea golf course
>> Stop for fish and chips at the beach
town of Lorne
>> Spot Koala’s along the Kennett River

DAY THREE
From Apollo Bay, follow the Great Ocean
Road into the lush rainforest of the
Otway National Park and turn off to the
Otway Fly Tree Top Adventures. Walk
along the treetop canopy walkway – the
longest and tallest of its type in the
world – or up the adrenaline with a zipline tour.
Back on the Great Ocean Road get
your cameras ready for the spectacular
coastline heading to The Twelve Apostles,
rock stacks which rise majestically from
the Southern Ocean. For the best views
of the coastline take a helicopter tour.
Continue your journey to the martitime
town of Warnambool before visiting
Tower Hill State Game Reserve where you
can learn about the indigenous history
of the area and see kangaroos and emus
roaming freely.

Finish the day in the historic fishing town
of Port Fairy.

Great Ocean Road Highlights
>> Get a birds eye view of the rainforest at
Otway Fly Treetop Adventures
>> Admire the grandeur of The Twelve
Apostles and the surrounding rugged
coastline from a helicopter
>> Spot southern right and blue whales
from Logans beach viewing platforms
in Warnambool (late May-early
October)
>> Explore Tower Hill State Game Reserve
an extinct volcano
>> Dine on seafood fresh from the ocean
in Port Fairy
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DAY FIVE
After looking around Sovereign Hill,
check out the historic streetscape of
Ballarat before heading to Daylesford.
Daylesford is a delightful town known
for its mineral springs and day spas, its
weekend markets, local wineries and
exceptional regional produce. Take
a walk around the picturesque lake
or have a meal at one of Australia’s
most awarded regional restaurants,
The Lake House.
Continue your journey from Daylesford
to Echuca where you can cruise on
a paddle steamer along the Murray
River. Echuca is a bustling heritage
port and is home to one of the largest
riverboat fleets in the world.

DAY FOUR
Today, drive north to the Grampians
National Park, an area of rugged
mountains, spectacular waterfalls,
wildflowers, and lots of wildlife.
Start at Brambuk Living Cultural Centre
where you can learn about the history
and culture of the local Aboriginal
communities.
The Grampians are home to 90% of the
Aboriginal Rock Art sites in Victoria.
Some estimated to date back 22,000
years. Local Aboriginal guides lead tours,
and there are also plenty of scenic walks
in the park.
In the late afternoon make your way to
Ballarat to see Blood on the Southern
Cross at Sovereign Hill. This outdoor
sound and light spectacular celebrates
the story of the Eureka Rebellion, a battle
between gold miners and Government
forces at Ballarat in December 1854.

You can stay overnight at Sovereign Hill
and explore the recreated goldfields
township in the morning. Expect staff
in 1850s costumes, working craftsmen,
shire horses, a mine tour, and panning
for gold.

Grampians National Park Highlights
>> Join an Aboriginal guided tour of
ancient rock art sites
>> Explore The Grampians rugged
sandstone mountain ranges and
forests rich with wildlife
>> Embrace the outdoors – hiking,
abseiling, rock climbing, canoeing
or fishing

There is much to do in Echuca, stroll
along the river, watch traditional
shipwrights at work, take a ride on
a horse and carriage, and visit the
underground bar and escape tunnel at
the Star Hotel.

Daylesford & Echuca Highlights
>> Start your day with a relaxing spa
treatment in Daylesford
>> Explore Daylesford’s art galleries
displaying local paintings, jewellery
and sculptures
>> Take a cruise on the PS Adelaide,
the world’s oldest wooden-hulled
paddle steamer (built 1866)

>> Discover the rich gold mining
history of Ballarat at Sovereign Hill
living museum

>> Stroll through Echuca’s heritage
buildings including the 1864
Star Hotel with its underground
escape tunnel

>> Walk through the grand tree-lined
streets of Ballarat and admire the
Victorian and Edwardian architecture

>> If you have more time, hire a
houseboat and soak up the year
round mediterranean climate
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USEFUL LINKS
Victoria
www.visitmelbourne.com  

DAY SIX
Time now to head to North East Victoria.
Set off early so you can arrive in time for
lunch at a local vineyard.
North East Victoria is famous for its
connection with the bushranger Ned
Kelly. Stop for a photo opportunity with
the giant statue of the bushranger
in the town of Glenrowan, where the
Kelly Gang made their last stand against
the police.
From Glenrowan, head to the historical
goldrush town of Beechworth, where
you can discover more of the story of the
Kelly Gang at The Beechworth Museum.
The area, with its wineries, alpaca
farms and local providores, is well
worth exploring.
If you had a little longer you could
continue to Falls Creek, one of the best

ski resorts in Australia. Outside winter,
the area offers hiking, mountain biking
and fly-fishing.

High Country Highlights
>> Discover the story of Australia’s most
infamous bushranger Ned Kelly
>> Visit the farm gates of local orchards
for fresh cherries, peaches, and
apricots

Along the way you could drop into
Healesville Sanctuary in the Yarra
Valley. There are more than 200 species
of Australian wildlife here, including
kangaroos, koalas and birds of prey in
a wild bushland setting. Observe the
illusive platypus as they interact with
keepers and play in the water.
Nearby, the Yarra Valley vineyards are
also well worth a visit. The birthplace
of Victoria’s wine industry, today there
are over 70 wineries. Celebrated names
like De Bortoli and Domaine Chandon
also feature cellar door restaurants with
breathtaking views.

National Gallery of Victoria
www.ngv.vic.gov.au/ngvaustralia
Royal Botanic Gardens
www.rbg.vic.gov.au
Melbourne Zoo
www.zoo.org.au/MelbourneZoo.
SEA LIFE Melbourne Aquarium
www.melbourneaquarium.com.au

>> Sample award winning wines at
historic cellar doors

Queen Victoria Market
www.qvm.com.au

>> Explore Beechworth’s National Trust
Listed buildings, a legacy of gold
rush times

Old Melbourne Gaol
www.oldmelbournegaol.com.au

>> If time allows, venture further in to
Victoria’s High Country where you
can follow the trails of legendary
cattleman on horseback

Eureka Skydeck 88
www.eurekaskydeck.com.au
Great Ocean Road
www.greatoceanrd.org.au
Brambuk Living Cultural Centre
www.brambuk.com.au
Sovereign Hill
www.sovereignhill.com.au

DAY SEVEN
Today you could contnue north towards
Sydney, or head back towards Melbourne.

Federation Square
www.federationsquare.com.au

Stay overnight in one of the boutique
hotels or continue your journey back
to Melbourne.

Yarra Valley Highlights
>> Have a close-up encounter with some
of Australia’s unique wildlife, including
koalas, kangaroos, wombats and Emus
at Healesville Wildlife Sanctuary
>> Explore the Australian Wildlife
Health Centre a working vetineary
hospital treating orphaned, ill and
injured animals

Ballarat
www.visitballarat.com.au
Daylesford
www.visitdaylesford.com.au
The Lake House
www.lakehouse.com.au
The Kelly Trail
www.thekellytrail.com
Beechworth
www.beechworth.com
Milawa Cheese Factory
www.milawacheese.com.au

>> Sample Yarra Valley wines at
cellar doors

Falls Creek
www.fallscreek.com.au

>> Enjoy lunch with breathtaking views
over the vineyards

Healesville Sanctuary
www.zoo.org.au/HealesvilleSanctuary

